The SATANIC VERSES 
A THOUSAND-YEAR OLD 
CONSPIRACY 


Syed Ashraf Ali 


Islamic Foundation Bangladesh 


The Satanic Verses: 8 ‘Thousand-year Old 
Conspiracy 
Syed Ashraf Alt 


TFB Publications + 1839 
1FB Library : 297216 
{SBN - 9840690116 


The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie 
raised a hue and cry throughout the 
length and breadth of the world. People 
from every walk of life and every domain 
of thought criticised and condemned this 
nefarious attempt not only at 
blaspheming the holy Prophet of Islam 
(pbuh) and his pious wives, the 
Ummuhatul Mu'mineen, but they also 
vehemently opposed this evil design to 
distort history and malign the divine 
excellence and unadulterated purity of the 
holy Quran, 

In spite of all these protests and 
condemnations, very few among us are 
aware of the fact that the infamous 
Satanic Verses saw the light of day not 
through the pen of Salman Rushdie but 
through the obnoxious design of a 
historian named al-Waqidi nearly a 

thousand years ago. It was al-Waqidi 
who first hatched a conspiracy to bring to 
light the concocted story of the Satanic 
Verses in the 9th century A.D. What 

alman Rushdie has done is reiterate the 

98e-old conspiracy through his boisterous 


and heinous creation called The Satanic 
Verses. 

The neat and compact research-work 
entitled The Satanic Verses: A Thousand- 
year Old Conspiracy by syed Ashraf Ali 
gives us a vivid picture of the thousand- 
year old conspiracy against Islam and its 
holy book. 

Syed Ashraf Ali is a reputed researcher 
and a popular telecaster. He delves deep 
into the pages of history and his 
painstaking, meticulous quest for truth — 

unearths many a hidden secret. The 
Satanic Verses! A Thousand-Year Ol Ee 
Conspiracy testifies so eloquently to fV 53 
zeal and skill, erudition 4! 
perseverance. Moslems and 
Moslems alike will be benefitted by 
inquiry into truth. Islamic ; 
Bangladesh deserves warm f 
for kindly bringing out 


“I shall not raise a single finger for the 
sake of the art which does not do any 
800d to mankind.” 
—George Bernard Shaw 
The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie 
is no isolated, independent event or 
innovation in the annals of history. It is 
Part of a continuous and heinous process, 
. thousand-year old vicious conspiracy to 
malign Islam and its Holy Prophet (Sm). 
The renowned historian Ww. Montgomery 
Watt, in his famous research-work 
"Ntitleg What is Islam?, has provided us 


with a Pen-picture of this 


yo 
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recognised, and recent studies have 
indicated the steps in the formation of the 
European image of Islam and the motives 
underlying the selection of points for 
special emphasis. From about the eighth 
century A.D., Christian Europe began to 
be conscious of Islam as her great enemy, 
threatening her in both military and the 
spiritual sphere. In deadly fear 
Christendom had to bolster confidence by 
placing the enemy in the most 
unfavourable light possible, consistent 
with some genuine basis in fact. The 
image created in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries continued to 
dominate European thinking about Islam 
and even in the second half of the 
twentieth century has some vestigial 
influence. According to this image, Islam 
was a perversion of Christian truth, even 

an idolatrous religion, it was a religion of — 
violence, spread by the sword; it was 4 — 
religion without asceticism, gaining — 
adherents by pandering to their sexual 
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appetites both in this world and in the 
world to come. Muhammad (according to 
the conspirators) was a deliberate 
propagator of false doctrines, thinking 
only of increasing his own power. In 1597 
an English ecclesiastic in a scholarly work 
referred to him as 'a wicked impostor’ 
and 'the old lecher’ ! (Nauzubillah). 

Nearly a century later Edward Gibbon 
in The Decline and Fall summed up his 
opinion of Muhammad's character in the 
words that ‘he indulged the appetites of a 
man and abused the claims of a prophet." 
(Nauzubillah) 


Encyclopaedia Britannica also admits 
unhesitatingly : 

"Few great men have been so 
maligned as Muhammad. Christian 
scholars of medieval Europe painted him 
as an impostor, a lecher and a man of 
blood (Nauzubillah). A corruption of his 
eee 


1. W. Montgomery Watt, Whet is Islam? Longman’s, 
Green and ‘Company Limited, London, 1968, P. I-2. 
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name, Mahouwnd, even came to signify 
the devil, This picture of Muhammad 
and his religion still retains some 
influence, The English author Thomas 
Carlyle in 1840 was the first notable 
European to insist publicly that — 
Muhammad must have been sincere, 
because it was ridiculous to suppose an 
impostor would have been the founder of 
a great religion.”? ‘ 

Thomas Carlyle was aware of 
strength (?) of this vicious image 
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Carlyle insisted that such conceptions 
ultimately made nonsense of the world 
view of those who held them. 

But in spite of all such assertions and 
admissions by stalwarts like Thomas 
Carlyle, George Bernard Shaw, John 
William Draper, Bosworth Smith, 
Michael Hart, a good number of ignorant, 
jealous, biased and vindictive scholars 
ceaselessly continued their evil design to 
malign and humble the Holy Prophet of 
Islam (Sm.) and the Holy Quran, The 
Satanic Verses is one such ignominious 
attempt. It originated about a thousand 

years ago and has again been 
Mischievously reenacted by the Satan in 
human form called Salman Rushdie. 

Richard Webster makes the picture all 
the more vivid when he writes in A Brief 
History of Blasphemy : 

“The Rushdie affair is not an isolated 
Skirmish in an otherwise harmonious 
relationship between Islam and the West. 
Wt is rather the latest battle in a long 
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history of religious and cultural tension 
which goes back to the seventh century, 
when Islam first emerged as a religion 
with the power to challenge 
Christendom. This tension was expressed 
in its most destructive form in the ~ 
Crusades, during which hundreds of 
thousands of Muslims were killed by 
Western zealots. 


The Crusaders’ bitter legacy to ‘the 


they fought, was 4 
, of traditional C 


and against Muslims. Partly because it 
older and had its roots deep in the 
Testament, it was anti-Jewish 
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during the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries and the early parts of the 
twentieth century. 


Throughout this period, however, the 
ancient hostility to Islam was kept alive, 
This hostility was so deep partly because it 
was based on a real power-struggle for 
control of Europe. The Arab invasion of 
Western Europe was stopped only at the 
battle of Tours in 732. But the military 
and political threat which Islam posed to 
Christendom continued. The Turks were 
halted at Vienna as late as 1683 and even 
after this, until the collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire after the First World 
War, some parts of what had once been 
Christendom remained under Turkish 
Tule. Christian fears of Islam, then, were 
based in part on a real of its 
Military, political and eultural strength, 
But the tendency of Christians to 
demonise their enemies meant that 
“alistic fears of Islam were increasingly 


overlaid by demonological fantasies in 
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which Muslims in general, and 
Muhammad in particular, were seen as 
satanic beings- 

Throughout almost the whole of 
Christian Europe these fantasies about 
Muslims developed alongside much 
more powerful demonological fantasies 
about Jews: During the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries both fantasies were 
lised in secular terms, on 
orists of race, and on 
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It was in the 9th century A.D. that the 
anti-Islamic forces hatched the first 
conspiracy to establish a "Satanic Verse" 
with a view to maligning the purity of the 
Holy Quran. According to Rana Kabbani, 
"It is probable that this charge was first 
made by Zoroastrians who penetrated 
Islam in order to subvert it, and 
particularly its central monotheistic 
doctrine."> But the "Satanic Verse" saw 
the light of the day through the whims of 
a historian known as al-Wagidi. His full 
name was Abu Abdullah Muhammad Ibn 
Umar al-Waqidi. He was born at al- 
Madinah in 130 A.H. and died in 207 A.H. 
This ‘Quisling' in the world of Islam 

d, according to Sir William Muir, 
that the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Sm.) 
was suddenly influenced by Satan during 
revelation of Sura an-Najm at 
in the fifth year of Revelation. It 
mentioned in this connection that 


wm A Thousand-year Old Conspiracy 
the conspirators initially attempted at 
establishing only ‘Satanic Verse’ and not 
‘Satanic Verses’ as referred to by over- 
zealous culprits like Salman Rushdie and 
William Muir. 
The revealed Verses 19-21 of Sura an- 
Najm are : 
"Have ye seen Lat and Uzza (19th 
Verse) 
And another, the third, Manat? (20th 
Verse) 
What! for you the male sex and for 
Him tl pale?” (21st Verse). 
Manat were three 
ses of pagan Arab 


worshipped 3° 
(I czubillah: 
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According to Thomas Patrick Hughes in 

his Dictionary of Islam, "The idol al-Lat 

worshipped by the ancient Arabians was 

probably the Alilat of Herodotus. Manat, 

according to Husain, was an idol of the 

tribes of Huzail and Khaz'ah, and al-Uzza 
was an idol of the tribe of Ghatafan.” 

"The cult of the 'Daughers of God’ 
(Banat Allah) was mainly confined to 
shrines at Taif, Nakhlah and Qudayd"? 

* but it had considerable influence in and 

around Makkah. However, the Arab 

_ idolators preferred for themselves male 

children to female ones. Hence the 

ridicule in Verse 21 for the false claim of 

three idols being "Daughters of 
. 


1 
i ¥ gidi alleged, according to Sir 
am Muir, that during the holy 
Najm the Satan 


Sura an- 
fe tongue of the Holy 
Islam (Sm.) an entirely 


ip tr 
“A Western Altermpt 10 
P08 
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different verse As a result, Wagqidi 
claimed, instead of Verse 21 referred to 
above the Prophet Muhammad (Sm.) 
recited the following words under the 
evil influence of Shaitan (Nauzubillah) : 
"These are exalted females whose 
intercession is to be sought after." 
The Verses 19-21 are made the basis of 
the false story of what is called the "Lapse 
of Muhammad" or the "Compromise 
with Idolatry". This baseless figment of 
imagination was never supported by any 
renowned researcher or scholar in history 
ng the lifetime of Waqidi. For nearly 
this false story was very rightly 

ignored by both the Muslim 
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the province of Tabaristan in 839 A.D. and 
died in Baghdad in 923 4p, Tabari "came 
out not with one but two different 
versions of the story in his history and in 
~his commentary of the Quran,"8 Tabari 
alleged in his history that during the 
Revelation of Sura gyn- Najm, 
~ Muhammad (Sm.) felt inspired to utter 
two verses which declared that the three 
goddesses al-Lat, al-Uzza and Manat could 
be revered as intermediaries between 
Allah and man. (Nauzubillah) 

"When the Messenger of Allah saw 
his ‘People draw away from him", the 
‘Wild imagination of Tabari claimed, "it 

‘Bave him great pain to see what a distance 

fated them from the word of Allah 
he brought to them. Then he 
in his heart to receive a word from 
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gladly have seen those things that bore 
too harshly on them softened a little, so 
much so that he kept saying it to himself, 
desiring it and wishing for it. It was then 
that Allah revealed to him the Sura of the 
Star (An-Najm) _.. When he came to 
Verses 19 and 20: 

Have you seen Lat and Uzza 

And another, the third, Manat? 

The demon (Shaitan) put upon his 
tongue what he had been saying ! 
himself and would have liked to hand on 
to his people : 

"They are Exalted Birds (Gharaniq) 
And their intercession is desired indeed” 
. (Nauzubillah). 

(The 'Gharaniqs' were Numidie 
cranes which were thought to fly high 
than any other bird). the 

According to” Tabari, wher “ 
Quraishites heard these verse® they ais 
highly delighted. Since the Ou" 


Ce 
9. Maxime Rodinson, Mohammed, English ana 
Anne Carter, London, 1971, P-106- z 


oom 
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considered the 'Banat Allah’ divine 

beings, they wrongly believed that the 

Holy Quran had placed al-Lat, al-Uzza and 

Manat on the same level as Allah 
| Himself. Thinking that the Prophet of 
Islam (Sm.) had accepted their goddesses 
as having equal status to Allah 
(Nauzubillah), the pagan Quraish bowed — 
down to make the 'Salat' with the 
Muslims in the precinct of the Holy 
Ka'ba, "Some of the grandees of Quraish", 
‘the false story of ‘Satanic Verses’ claimed, 
“on account of age did not prostrate 
themselves but instead raised some earth 
eir foreheads . . . Abu Uhayhah Said 
al-'As eainarked; ‘At last 3 Abi 
bshah has spoken, good of our 

4 g".10 By ‘Ton A Abi aes oi a 

the Hol 
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for the time being because the Holy Quran 
(Sura an-Najm) appeared to have 
endorsed the piety of their fathers and to 
have abandoned its monotheistic 
message. They no longer saw Islam as a 
sacrilegious threat that could bring a 
catastrophe on the people of Makkah. The 
story goes on, however, that after the 
capture of Makkah and the consolidation 
of Muslim rule over the city, the 
Holy Prophet (Sm.) discovered the 
truth when the archangel Gabriel 
revealed to him that he had been 
deceived by the Devil. Prophet 
Muhammad (Sm.) received another 
revelation, the false allegation 
claimed, which also indicated tha 
apparent acceptance of the ‘Banat aay 
had been inspired by ‘Iblis’ Cee 
Consequently, the two verses © by the 
Tabari, were expunged and replaced PY ich 
following verses of Sura an-Naym ie he 
declared in unequivocal term® Meg 
three ‘goddesses’ were mere fi 
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Arabs’ imagination and deserved no 


worship at all ; 


Verse 2] 


Verse 22 


Verse 23 


What ! For you the male sex 
and for Him, the female? 


Behold, such would be 
indeed a division most 


unfair! 
These are nothing but names 
which ye have devised . , -ye 
and your fathers, . . . for 
which Allah has sent down 
no authority (whatever), 
They follow nothing but 
conjecture and what their 
own souls desire! Even 
though there has already 
come to them Guidance 
from their Lord! 


In his commentary on the Holy Quran 
QVami Al-Bayan Fi Tafsir Al-Quran), 
Tabari quotes a tradition of one Abu al- 


Aliyah to su 


egest that the Quraish were 


disturbed enough to attempt to make a 


deal with Muhammad (Sm. 


) = If he 


18 A Thousand-year Old Conspiracy 


promised to make some conciliatory _ 
remarks about the three ‘Banat Allah', 

this tradition has it, the Quraish would 

admit him to the inner circles of Meccan 

power. Accordingly, Tabari falsely claimed 

in his Tafsir, Prophet Muhammad (Sm.) 

is said to have recited the two verses 

praising al-Lat, al-Uzza and Manat as 

valid intercessors, only to realise later that 
the words had been inspired by Satan. 

The false and fabricated creation of the 
conspirators against Islam known as the 
"Satanic Verses" was reiterated by Ibn 
Sa'd who was not only a pupil of al- 
Wagidi but also served him as secretary. 
His full name was Abu Abdullah 
Muhammad Ibn Sa'd Ibn Mani. He was 
born in 764 A.D. and died in 845 A.D. He 
was famous as Katib al-Wagidi (Secretary 

to al-Waqidi) and very naturally played 
second fiddle to al-Wagqidi's evil designs. 


Ibn Sa'd the ‘stooge’ of al-Waqidi, 
wrongly claimed that Ibn Ishaqu 
included a tradition attributed to the Holy 
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Prophet's uncle, tbn Abbas (d. 687 A.D,), 
which was Telated to the ‘Satanic Verses’. 
According to Ibn Sa'a it was a part of 
Ibn Ishaque's Sirat Rasul Allah. This 
was absolutely a baseless and false claim. 
The greatest authority on Ibn Ishaque's 
Sirat is undoubtedly Abdul Malik 
bin Hisham, Popularly known as Ibn 
Hisham. The Pages of the voluminous 
work of Ibn Ishaque had remained 
scattered at many places and were collated 
only after lapse of a hundred years by Ibn 
Hisham, who also edited it. It is true that 
there are at least twelve writers from 
whom some of the original of Ibn Ishaque 
can be recovered, and Ibn Sa'd is one of 
them.1! But Ibn Hisham's edition has 
always been considered to be the principal 
and most authentic source from which 
Ibn Ishaque can be properly learnt. No 
wonder, his edition became the source 


material for all subsequent biographers of 


11, A. Guillaume, Sirat Rasul Allah, London, 1955, P. XXX1. 
- x = 
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the Holy Prophet (Sm.). Even Prof. A. 
Guillaume's English version of Sirat 7 
Rasul Allah entitled The Life of 
Muhammad (London, 1955) is based 
mainly on Ibn Hisham's edition. Ibn 
Hisham did not include the tradition 
pertaining to the ‘Satanic Verses’ in his 
edition. Since Ibn Hisham's edition is 
silent about the so-called 'Satanic Verses’, 
one can be sure that Ibn Ishaque did not 
mention anything about it. It was the 
mere figment of imagination of the 
Wagidi-Ibn Sa'd-Tabari gang. 
The cock and bull story of the ‘Satanic 
Verses’ was propagated among the 
English-speaking people in Europe and 
America by Sir William Muir (1809-1905), 
the renowned author of 'The Life of — 
Mahomet’ (1858-61), ‘The Coran’ (1878) 
and 'The Caliphate!’ (1905). Sir Muir, in — 
his 'The Life of Mahomet’, took fu 
advantage of what Waqidi and 
reported on the ‘Satanic Ver! 


defame the unimpeachable i 
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the Holy Prophet of Islam (Sm.) and 


malign the unquestionable purity of the 
Holy Quran. He claimed = 


i 
"Tt is hardly possible to conceive how 
the tale, if not in some shape or other 
founded in truth, could ever have been 
invented. The stubborn fact remains, and. 
is by all admired; that the first refugees 
did return about this time from 
Abyssinia; and that they returned in 
consequence of a rumour that Mecca was 
converted. To this fact the narrative of 
Wagqidi and Tabari affords the only 
intelligible clue. At the same time it is by 
no means necessary that we should 
literally adopt the exculpatory version of 


Mahometan tradition, or seek in a 
supernatural 


interposition, the 
explanation of actions to be equally 
accounted for by the natural workings of - 
the Prophet's mind. It is obvious that the 
lapse was no sudden event. \t was nol a 


: 


i ot a0 ee 
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immediately withdrawn. The hostility of 
the people had long pressed upon — 
the spirit of Mahomet; and, in his 
inward musings, it is admitted even by | 
orthodox tradition that he had been — 
meditating the very expression which, 

as is alleged, the devil prompted him — 

to utter,"12 

The report of the so-called incident 
was also used by the German scholar Dr. 
A. Sprenger in his work Leben und Lehre 
des Muhammed (1861-65) to show the 
alleged weakness in the indomitable and 
spotless character of the Prophet 
Muhammad (Sm.). As Rafiq Zakaria’ very 
clearly points out : 

"Dr. Sprenger has laboriously and 
cleverly sifted material, but his approach 
lacks historical accuracy. Apart from the 

Muslim traditionists, he also relied on 


_ what the Christian monks told him ; but _ 


(©) ERE Satanic Verses Gy 
Richard Bell. remarks that ‘the traditions y 
with regard to these 


are 
untrustworthy."13 


very ¥ 
The false Teports narrated by Wagqidi 

and Tabari (and supported by Ibn Sa’d), 
which were called “T 
Muhammad" 


he Lapse of 
Idolatry" 


or “Compromise with 
by the non-Muslim writers, 
were the sole authority for the baseless 
charge against the Holy Prophet of Islam 
(Sm.) who incessantly preached against 
idolatry and every incident of whose 
chequered and sacred life condemned 
idolatry as a bare falsehood. Even a hostile 
critic of Islam like Dr. Marcus Dodds 
testifies ; 

"To Muhammad the difference 
between one God and many, between the 
Unseen Creator and these ugly lumps of 
stone or wood, was simply infinite, The 
one creed was death and darkness to him, 
the other life and light. lt is useless 


13. Rafiq Zakaria, Muhammad and the Quran, Penguin 
Books, 1991, P. 14. ? 
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seeking: for 'motiverin’ suchicasee —for — 
ends to serve and selfish reasons for his : 
Speaking; the impossibility with | 
Muhammad was to keep silence."14 re 
That a man of Prophet Muhammad's _ 
(Sm.) unimpeachable character and 
unshakable conviction could never think _ 
Of or move for any ‘compromise’ or 
‘adjustment' is also evident from the 
following assertion of Dermenghem : f 
"He (Muhammad) never for an 4 
instant asked himself whether his 
chances of convincing people would not 
be greater if he adjusted his words to the 
mentality of his audience. It was certainly 
not with soft words that he made 
converts, but presented his brilliant 
Message in all its vigour, simple and 
_ sharp as the edge of a sword,"15 : 


Sete Pe es BiG 
The Satanic Verses 
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Holy Pro 


Mahatma Gandhi's eloquent tribute to 
the 
the uncom 


phet of Islam also testifies to 
Promising sincerity, simplicity, 
honesty and veracity of Hazrat 
Muhammad (Sm.). In the words of 
Mahatma : 


"He (Muhammad) was brave 
and feared no man but God alone. He was 


never found to say one thing and do 
another. He acted as he felt. He could 
have commanded wealth if he had so 
desired. 1 shed tears when | read of the 
Privations, he, his family and 
companions suffered voluntarily ... It 
was the rigid simplicity, the utter self- 
effacement of the Prophet, the scrupulous 
regard for pledges, his intense devotion to | 
his friends and followers, his intrepidity, 


16, Thomas Carlyle, Hev, Hop ond Her 


be eo 
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his fearlessness, his absolute trust in God 
and in his own Mission—these and not 
the sword carried everything before them 
and surmounted every obstacle."!7 
Muir's assertion that "Pious 
Mohammedans of after-days, scandalised 
at the lapse of their Prophet into so 
flagrant a concession, would reject the q 
whole story" is simply without a grain of 
truth. Muir intentionally does not 
mention the attitude of early Muslims 
regarding the so-called "Satanic Verses". 
But history testifies without any shadow 
of doubt that both the early Muslims and 
the Muslims during the later part of the 
Holy Prophet's life were totally unaware 
of the existence of this baseless creation of 


imagination. It was undoubtedly a later 

_ fabrication. : 

History also testifies to the fact that I 
Sahabiyah menti 


es 


ay ae eee 
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Verse", 


=> Ie was not known to: even, 
nee Of Islam, during the days of the 
een (Sm.). Not only in 
in the adjoining or nearby 

countries like Egypt, Syria, Persia, and 
even in a distant country like China with 
whom the then Arabs had regular 
economic and social contacts, nothing was | 
known about it. No mention of the 
"Satanic Verse’ has ever been found in 
any literary or historical work written in 
Or outside Arabia during the Holy 
Prophet's Abdullah 
Muhammad ibn Ishaque, the author of 
the world-renowned Sirat Rasul-Allah, 
considered the earliest and the greatest 
authority on the life of the Holy Prophet 
of Islam (Sm.), did not mention anything, 


at all about the alleged ‘Satanic Neste? i 
Ibn Ishaque made painstaking efforts to” 


lifetime, Abu 
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Re Mena 


believe,, were recorded by Ibn Ishaque 
with meticulous care with the comments 
"And only Allah knows the truth"1& 
Had there been any ‘Satanic Verse’, Ibn 
Ishaque would have certainly recorded it. 
But the ‘Satanic Verses’ remained 
unknown even to a liberal, unbiased and 
broad-minded historian like Ibn Ishaque, 
Ibn Hisham, another famous biographer 
of the Holy Prophet of Islam (Sm,), also 
made no reference to this concocted story, 
What is more, Ibn Ishaque was born in 
85 A.H. and died in 151 A.H. Ibn Hisham 
died in 218 AH, and Tabari (born in 225, 
A.H,) shuffled off the mortal coil in 310 — 
A.H. Tabari was undoubtedly farther 
removed from the original source than 
both Ibn Ishaque and Ibn Hisham, He 
must have received infoggpation abo 
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Karen Armstrong, a leading modern 


authority on Muham 
Islam, 


mad (Sm.) and 
Unhesitatingly states in 
Muhammad 


A Western Attempt to 
Understand Islam ; "This story (the Abu 
al-Aliyah version of the Satanic Verse 
narrated by Tabari) is in conflict with 
other traditions and with the Quran 
itself,"19 She also points out that Tabari 
gives two different versions of the Satanic 
Verse episode and testifies that ; “Tabari 

also preserves a tradition which gives a 
very different version of the story."20 She 
also very boldly asserts that" Muhammad 
was not interested in political power. So 
this story, as told by Abu al-Aliyah, is not 


very likely. The Quran, as we have seen, — 
denies that Muhammad should have a 


political function in Mecca at this point, 
and later the Prophet would turn down 


a 
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Similar deals with leading Quraysh ~ 
without a second's thought."2! What is 
more, Karen Armstrong even goes to the — 
extent of claiming that " even as it stands 

in Tabari's history the story of the Satanic 
Verses does not suggest that Muhammad ~ 
was making a cynical compromise."22 
Even Sir William Muir, who propagated 
the story of the "Satanic Verses" in 
Europe and America, himself represents — 
Tabari as guilty of ‘indiscriminate _ 
reception’. Gibb and Kramers also opine: 
"He (Tabari) sometimes permits 
himself to express a rather candid opinion — 
without however in any way basing it on 
historical criticism".23 Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan (1817-98), the renowned Muslim 
leader of undivided India and thi 
founder of the Aligarh Muslit 


21. Karen Armstrong, Muhammad : A Weslern Alter 
Understand Islam, London, 1991, P, IDE Reet 
22. ibid., P. 115, so 
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University, in his Khutubat-e-Ahmediya, 
quoted Hafiz bn Hajr, one of the most 
respected theologians of that time, as 
saying that in "most of the traditions 
relied upon by Tabari there is no basis at 
all."24 


Muir's earliest authority on the 
"Satanic Verses", Wagqidi, was born more 
than forty years after the death of fbn 
Ishaque. It is stated in the Bahrain’ that 
when questioned about the “Satanic 
Verses", he himself called it a fabrication 
of the 'Zindeegs'. As regards Waaidi, all 
competent authorities entertain a very 
low opinion of his trustworthiness. The 
Meezan ul I'tidal, a critical work on the 
lives and characters of the reporters of 
‘sayings’, speaks of Waqidi as ‘unreliable! 
and even as ‘a fabricator of reports’, 


Imam Bukharee, the world-renowned 
and most trustworthy authority on the — 


24. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan in Khutubat-e- 
quoted by Rafiq Zakaria in Muhammed 
Penguin Books, 1991, P, 14. 
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sayings of the Holy Prophet (Sm.), was 
Wagidi's contemporary. But Bukharee's 
collection of ‘sayings’ contains no — 
mention of the baseless story of the- 
"Satanic Verse", The six collections of 
reports by Bukharee, Muslim, Abu Daud, 
Tirmizi, Ibn Maja and Nasaee, known as ; 
the Sthah Sittah (Kutubus-Sittah), do not 
mention it at all, and contain instead q 
report which essentially contradicts the _ 
Story of the so-called ‘compromise’, 
Ruhul Ma‘ani also asserts emphatically ; 
"As regards these two unreliable 
fabricators (Wagidi and Tabari) those who 
reject this story are highly learned men", 
The traditional form of the episode of 
the "Satanic Verses" has also been 
Tejected by the Italian scholar Caetani, in 
the Annali dell 'Islam. He opines : ; 


and enmity which the Quraish tribe, 
inhabited Mecca, showed tow: 
Mohammed on other occasions, it w 
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33 
condescended fo liste: 


; N to the Prophet's 
reading of the Quran, to Say nothing of 
acknowledging him as a Prophet on 
account of an insignificant concession, 
Furthermore, 


such a sudden 
abandonment of the principle which he 
had Previously championed 
energetically would have 
his 


$9. 


utterly cancelled 
Previous success, and entirely 


undermined the prestige which he had 
Bained among his followers. And one 
might add that a compromise with the 
Quraish tribe could not possibly have 
been reached by merely changing a few 
lines of the Quran at a time when a large 
portion of it was filled with bitter attacks 


upon the Meccan pagans and _ their 
Bods,"25 


After quoting Caetani, Tor Andrae, in 
his Mohammed : The Man and His Faith, 
points out that the narration of the 


25. Caetani, Leone Principe di Teano, Anna dell “sam, 
Milano, 1905. as 
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episode, as given by Ibn Sa'd, was hardly 
reliable. He observes : 

"It is very apparent that in this form — 
the whole narrative is historically and 
Psychologically contradictory."26 

Ibn Khaldoun (1332-1406), the greatest 

of Muslim historians and 'the discoverer 
of the true scope and nature of history’ 

(P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, Tenth 

edition, P. 568), writes in the Foreword to 

his monumental Muqaddimah : 

"The outstanding Muslim historians 
made exhaustive collections of historical 
events and wrote them in book form. But 
then, persons who had no right to occupy 
themselves with history introduced into 
those books untrue gossip which they had 
thought up or freely invented, as well as 
false, discredited reports which they had — 
made up or embellished. Many of their — 


successors followed in their steps and 


26. Andrae, Tor, Mohammed : The Man and His hi ; 


London, 1956, Pp. 19-20. z 
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Passed that information they 
te 

had heard it,"27 Ah 

Maulana 


Shibli Nu'mani, the 
renowned author of Seerat-un-Nabi, also 


comes to a similar conclusion, After 
carefully Scrutinising the traditions in 
question, he opines that "Waqidi had no 
love for truth and thrived on gossips and 
scandals.'28 

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan also analysed 
the episode of the "Satanic Verses” 
extensively and proved, by quoting 
several highly respected and trustworthy 
juristic authorities, particularly the 
famous theologian and philosopher of 
religion Imam Fakhruddin al-Razi (1149- 
1209 A.D.) and the great Quranic 
commentator Ahmad al-Baihaqui (384 
A.H.—458 A.H.), that there is not one iota 
of truth in it. 


27. Khaldoun, Ibn, The Muqaddimah, English Translation, 
New York, 1958, P. 6, 


28. Nu'mani, Shibli, Seerat-un-Nabi, as quoted by Rafiq 


Zakaria in Muhammad and the Quran, Penguin Books 
1991, Pp. 14-15. 


—_ 
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Rafiq Zakaria, in his book Muhammad 
and the Quran, describes how terribly Sir 
Syed Ahmad Khan became upset with 
these baseless diatribes against the Holy 
Prophet of Islam (Sm.). The renowned 
educationist and Statesman abandoned al] 
his work in India and proceeded to _ 

London to gather material from the — 
archives of the British Museum and the 
India Office Library. He stayed in London 
for two years at his own expense, collected 
all the material he could, through 
meticulous and painstaking research, and 
wrote a voluminous book in Urdu _ 
entitled Kuthubat-e-Ahmedia, which he 
then had translated into English. This 
research-based treatise fully exposed the 
“age-old conspiracy against Islam and 
nailed the canard effectively. 


Maulana Abul ‘ala Maududi, the 
founder of Jamaat-i-Islami and a highly 
perceptive modern exegetist of the Holy 

has also delved deep into the 
bare "Satanic Verses*. The en 
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ve 
Maulana has analysed the facts and 
circumstances cogently in his work 
Tafheemul Quran. 


5 He narrates the 
varying versions of different Muslim 
chroniclers and exegetists and then shows 
how each of them contradicts the other. 
He also proves th, 


at none of them 
Produced any reliable evidence; everyone 


had indulged in deduction. He then 
analyses the occasion when the so-called 
"Satanic Verses" were said to have been 
uttered by the Holy Prophet (Sm.) at the 
instigation of Satan and interpolated in 
the Divine Revelation. He also describes 
how the Prophet (Sm.) was allegedly 
‘reproofed' for the inconsistency of those 


verses with the Quranic concept of 
monotheism, 


and they were later 
‘expunged’. 

Rafiq Zakaria describes beautifully, in 
his Muhammad and the Quran, how 
Maulana Maududi argues and analyses : 

"Maududi asks : But does this 
interpolation make sense? Was the Holy 


ha 
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Prophet so naive as not to have seen 
through it?"29 
As stated earlier, the relevant verses in 
Sura an- Najm, with the so-called Satanic 
interpolation, will read as follows : 
"Have you seen Lat and Uzza 
And another, the third Manat? 
These are exalted females whose 
intercession is sought after. 
_ What! For you, the male sex and for 
Him, the female? 
Behold, such would be indeed a 
division most unfair!" 
Maulana Maududi very rightly asks : 
"Is the interpolation not contradicted by 
the subsequent verses?" He then refers to 
another aspect : 

"Were the Quraish, his inveterate 
enemies, who listened to Muhammad, so 
stupid as not to see through the 
contradiction in these verses and 
prostrate along with the Prophet and 


skaria, Matasimad and the Quran, fe 


Rafiq Za 
Books, 1991, P.16, 
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declare that all differences between them 
were over? Is it a ratio; 


mal interpretati 
of the event?"30 i sty 


Internal evidence, too, is wholly 
against the story. Waqidi claimed that 
instead of Verse 21 referred to above, the 


Holy Prophet (Sm.) uttered the words :" 
These are exalted females whose 
intercession is to be sought after.” But the 


insertion of these few words in a Sura 
which is wHolly directed against idolatry 
is quite out of place. In the same Sura an- 
Najm, Verse 23 condemns idols ; Verse 26 
denies their intercession; Verses 27 and 28 
condemn the giving of names of female 
deities to angels. What is more, right at 
the beginning, in Verse 2, it is clearly 
asserted that the Holy Prophet does not 
err. Verses 5 and 6 describe Allah as ‘the 
Lord of Mighty Power ', ‘the Lord of 
Strength’, Verse 18 emphatically declares 
that the Holy Prophet (Sm.) "truly did see 


30, Maulana Abul ‘ala Maududi, Tafheemul Quran, 


Da az Vol. 3, P. 241. 
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of the Grearest Signs of his Lord." Even _— 

for a fertile brain in its wildest dream will 

it be very unnatural and unusual to 
expect Satan to overpower Gabriel and 
insert the Satanic Verses immediately 
after the revelation of such glorious 
verses testifying not only to the Might 
and Majesty and Divine Excellence of the 
Lord but to the ‘true knowledge’ of the 
Holy Prophet as well. 

It is further asserted by’ some non- 
Muslim scholars that Verse 52 of Sura 
al-Hajj was revealed in connection with 
the 'Change' following the so-called 
"Satanic Verses". This Verse 52 states : 


"Never did We send before you a 
Messenger or Apostle 


* Who out of his desire allowed Satan to — 
tamper with Our Revelations a 
Yet God- abrogates what Satan 
interpolates “ 
__ And confirms His Own Revelations. 
"For God is Most Wise, All-Knowing. 


ed 
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“th This allegation by the conspirators and 


@ ignorant is also totally unfounded. 
Verses 26-28 of Sura Jinn, which were 
Tevealed lohg before Verse 52 of Sura 
al-Hajj, clearly state : 

"He alone knows the Unseen, 

Nor does He make anyone 

Acquainted with His Mysteries 

Except an Apostle 

Whom He has chosen : 

And then He makes 

A band of watchers 

March before him 

And behind him. 

That he may know 

That they have truly 

Brought and delivered 

The Messages of their Lord « 

And He surrounds 

(All the Mysteries) That are 

With them, and takes account 

Of every single thing.” 


Moreover, Verse 52 of Sura al-Hajj 
referred to above was revealed at Lins 
WE ater 


2 
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eight years after the revelation of Verses 
19-21 of Sura an-Najm. It is absolutely 
inconceivable that such an important 
incident as the Prophet's having accepted 
the intercession of idols should have been 
mentioned in the Quran after a long lapse 
of eight years. It may be mentioned in this 
connection that Sura an-Najm, in which 
the so-called "Satanic Change" was said to 
have taken place, was revealed in the fifth 
year of the Holy Prophet's (Sm) 
preaching, while the portion of Sura al- 
Hajj under discussion was revealed on 
the eve of the Prophet Muhammad's 
(Sm) departure from Makkah, That more 
than half the Holy Quran should have 
been revealed during this long period 
without a single reference to the alleged 
"Satanic Verses", and that then it should 
haye been quite unnecessarily referred to 
in a Sura where it is quite out of place, 
alone sufficient to give the lie to. 
contention of men like Sir William M 


that the story is referred to here. 


s oo 
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8 It may also be noted in this connection 

a 
Su 


t the form of the words in Verse 52 of 


ta al-Hajj is so general that it of 
necessity follows that every Prophet and 


every Apostle, including Abraham, Moses 
and Jesus, must have experienced a 
Similar insertion into his revelation at 
the Devil's suggestion. Such a malicious 
and disgraceful idea must be condemned 
by one and all, not only because no single 
word of the Holy Quran can be produced 
in its support, but also because history 
falsifies it. What is more, “a critical 
study", points out Rafiq Zakaria in his 
Muhammad and the Quran, “of these 
verses and of those which immediately 
precede and follow them will make it 
abundantly clear to an unbiased reader 
that they are of a general nature, having a 
bearing on all the Messengers and 
Apostles of God; there is no reference im 
them to a particular incident. Hence 
where is the question of abrogation of the 
"Satanic Verses"? Professor Jenneth Cragg, 


5 Lg esites 
4 
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of Cambridge, a Christian scholar deeply — 
involved in ‘reckoning with his — 
neighbour's scripture’, asks, ‘In a 
Situation so charged, in any event, with ¥ 
ambiguity, will the theory of deliberate, 
almost negotiated, compromise, made — 
and withdrawn, be the only or the ; 
likeliest hypothesis? Did the Quraish 
think Muhammad was first still — 
negotiable?’ Cragg answers it himself. ‘It 
would not have been the first time that 
worship was at once common and 
contrasted. Certainly in the sequel the 
struggle continued with Muhammad 


resolute and paganism stubborn."3! 

In the West, some scholars also 
wrongly claim that Verses 73 and 74 of 
Sura Bani Israil ‘refer to the notorious 
incident of the so-called Satanic Verses'32 


: 
sepa is also a bees allegation. 4 


nad cand the Quran, Penguin 


ammad : A hl ‘oa 


i 
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Verses 73 and 74 : 
State ; 


of Sura Bani Israil 


a ‘And their Purpose was to tempt thee 
ay from that which He had revealed 


unto thee, to substitute in Our Name 
something quite different 


(In that case), behold! They would 
certainly have made thee their friend 
* And had We not given thee strength, 

Thou wouldst nearly have inclined to 
them a little.” 

Maulana Maududi points out that 
even a cursory reading of these verses 
makes it clear that the Holy Prophet (Sm.) 
was neither tempted by Satan nor did he 
succumb to the ternptation of the 
disbelievers. On the contrary, as the Holy 
Quran points out in unequivocal terms, 
he remained steadfast in his loyalty to 
Allah. Hence where was the necessity for 
‘reproof,, direct or indirect? 


What is more, there is simply no 
relation between these verses and the 
"Satanic Verses". These verses definitely 
41 ie 
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refer to clear and well-authenticated 
incidents regarding the attempts of the 
Quraish at Makkah which, both as regards 
the offer of the Quraish and the firm reply 
of the Holy Prophet (Sm.), exactly fit with 
the statement of the above verses. 


It is indeed a pity that the highly 
frustrated non-Muslim annotators are P 
€ver ready to distort and misinterpret the 
words in the Holy Quran, so as to make 
them allude to the fictitious 'Lapse' of the 
Prophet of Islam (Sm.). The renowned 
historian Ibn Hisham narrates one 
incident elaborately. According to hi 
narration, the chiefs of the Quraish met 
in an assembly and invited the Holy — 
Prophet (Sm.) for a discussion. During the — 
discussion they informed the Holy — 
Prophet (Sm.) that they were prepared to 


1 
1 
’ 
; 
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a7 
but that it was 
that he asked them to give up the idols 
and worship the One true God, Allah. 


for their own good 


Tbn Ishaque narrates another incident, 
According to him, on an earlier occasion, 
when a deputation of the Quraish went to 
Abu Talib, the Holy Prophet's uncle, to 
Prevail upon him 


to 
Muhammad (Sm. 


dissuade 


) from denouncing 
their idols, and Abu Talib told the 


Prophet that he too was unable to defend 
him against the Quraish, Muhammad's 
(Sm.) reply was firm and fearless : "If they 
place the Sun in my right hand and the 
Moon in my left and ask me to give up 
my Mission, I will not give it up until the 
Truth prevails or 1 myself perish in the 
attempt." These indeed must be the 
incidents and not the so-called "Satanic 
Verses" which are referred to in the 

verses under discussion. 


It may be pointed out that the eee 
‘reproof', which is alleged to have been 
made by Allah to the Holy Prophet (Sm) 

ies. 


— oe 
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in connection with the fictitious "Satanic — 
Verses", appears in Verses 73 and 74 of 
Sura Bani Israil referred to above. : 
Thereafter, the so-called "Satanic 
Interpolation" was allegedly expunged 
through Verse 52 of Sura al-Hajj. The first 
set of verses in the form of the so-called 
'reproof' came six years after the alleged 
"Satanic Verses"; the 'expunction’ at least 
eight years later (Maulana Maududi 
claims it to be nine years later). Is it not 
strange that Allah should have waited so — 
long to give this 'reproof? Whereas, in a 
small incident concerning the blind man’, 
asks Rafiq Zakaria, ‘the reproof was 4 
instant, in so grave a maiter with such © i 
damaging implications, why was there 
‘ such sone lapse?33 
Sieh nee i also rightly asks : 
ly were these revelations held in : 


ant six years, and then inserted in 
et Ba i Isra ‘il, through a 


-Thes 


Ss ta er Bee cece 
52.53 an chard SpEAtoTe through Verses. 
u pter al-Hajj after a further 
Period of three years? Does it mean that 
the verses containing the ‘reproof were 
sent down on one occasion and thereafter 
the ‘abrogation’ on another occasion?"3* 
Moreover, none of these verses are 
interconnected. Points out Rafiq Zakaria, 
"they seem haphazard and disjomed and 
they are patently out of context in the 
chapters. The whole explanation seems to 
be so contrived that no reasonable or 
prudent man can accept it. Muir as well as 
Watt have. indulged in conjectural 
deduction; their observations are 
expressions of prejudiced minds. Rushdie 
has, on his own admission, drawn on the 
version as given by Watt and then 
allowed his imagination to run wild to 
ridicule Muhammad's integrity."°° 


Se 


34, Maulana Abul ‘ala Maududi, Tafheemul Quran, New 
Delhi, 1978, P, 242. 


35. Rafiq Zakaria, Muhammad and the Quran, Penguin 
Books, 1991, P. 17. 


_— 


"Besides, if some verses here and there 
are to be interlinked as in the above case,” 
argues Rafiq Zakaria, "then why should 
His following verses in the chapter Yunus 
(Jonah'), which convey exactly the 
Opposite and prove the Prophet's 
unflinching adherence to monotheism, 
not also be linked with the "Satanic 
Verses?" 

And even when Our clear verses are 
read to them : 

They persist in saying : 

'This is not enough, 

Bring something else or change this.' 

Tell them, O Muhammad! 

‘It is not for me to replace or change 


them. 
If I were to disobey my Lord 
I would suffer the severest 
punishment 
On the Day of Judgement’. 
(Sura Yunus, Verse 15) 
‘In another passage, Muhammad was 
clearly told that if he were to resort to any — 
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oF at ney iter of his own accord 
‘ : ce of Satan, God would 
take him by the Tight hand, then cut his 
mM, and none would dare. to. 
Protect him! (69 : 44.7), Muhammad 
Swore, all the time, by the Quran ; his 
loyalty to it was never in question. How 
could he then have contemplated, leave 
aside made or accepted the slightest 
change in any revelation either at the 
Prompting of Satan or out of his own 


desire? The classic theory of '‘naskh’ or 
‘mansukh’, ‘abrogation’ or ‘abrogated’, 
has no relevance here; it is meant to 
explain the replacement of one verse by 
another, where no contradiction is 
involved; it is part of the gradual 
evolution of the Quran."36 ‘ 

It may be mentioned in this, 
connection that Allah, in His infinite 
Mercy, revealed the verses of the Holy 
Quran through the Prophet Muhammad 


heart-yej 


36. Rafiq Zakaria, Muhammad and the Quran, Penguin 
Books, Pp. 20-21. 
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(Sm.) over a total period of nearly 23 years 
gradually from the first Night of his 
Prophethood in 610 A.D. till almost the 
last stage of his chequered life in 632 A.D. 
Except for the first five verses revealed in 
610 A.D. (the first five verses of Sura 
al-Alag), the Holy Prophet (Sm.) used to 
be surrounded by a number of his Sahabi 
or Sahabiyah on the occasions of 
revelation of all other verses in the Holy 
Quran. During the Revelations the Holy 
Prophet used to recite the verses revealed 
and the ‘Companions’ either wrote down 
or memorised each and every word of 
those verses as they came out of the 
Prophet's mouth. Besides, many 4 
Muslim of the Holy Prophet's time could 
recite from memory anything and 
everything that had been revealed to 


01 shail data were — 
m. But though the Arabs — 


- 
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Benealogies, yet they reduced to writing 
ase vert saa compositions, and 

u some public place where 

their compatriots could see and admire 
them. And history testifies to the fact that 
each and every verse of the Holy Quran 
was put into black and whife in the 
lifetime of the Holy Prophet before his 
own eyes. Sir William Muir, the hostile 
critic of Islam, has also found it 
impossible to deny its truth. He writes: 

"But there is good reason for believing 
that many fragmentary copies, embracing 
amongst them the whole Quran, or 
nearly the whole, were during his 
lifetime made by the Prophet's followers. 
Writing was without doubt generally 
known at Mecca long before Mahomet 
assumed the prophetical office, And at 
Medina many of his followers were 
employed by the Prophet in writing his 

eters or despatches."9” 

en ans 

37, Sir William Muir, Life of Mahomet, London, 1858, 
Introduction, xvi . 
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But during the Prophet's (Sm.) 
lifetime there was no systematic collation 
of the revelations. The Companions were, 
however, fully aware of the arrangement 
and the order of their placement. The 
work of systematic and proper collection 
of the re@elations was started by Hazrat 
Abu Bakr (R.A.), the first caliph of Islam 

only six months after the demise of the 
Holy Prophet (Sm.). He took up the 
historic and sacred task on the advice of 
Hazrat Omar (R.A.), who later succeeded 
him as the second caliph. Hazrat Omar 
(R.A.) was alarmed when he found that 
due to the death of a good number of 
Qurra (reciters) or Huffaz (memorizers) at — 
the battle of Yemamah and through — 
natural causes the number of ‘Quran 
Reciters' had been fast dwindling. This, 
eared, might result in an irretrievable — 
Quranic verses. The task of © 
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Hay ee of all the verses:in the 
y an, duly ay wed by the Hi 

Prophet (Sm,) mp ge a 


4 himself, wrote down the 
revelations on sheets of equal size with 


meticulous care, exactly in the order the 
Prophet (Sm.) had approved them, and 
handed over the collection to Hazrat Abu 
Bakr (R.A.). Abu Bakr compared it 
thoroughly, consulted all the scholars 
who wrote in the Prophet's time and 


finally approved the standard text of the 
Holy Quran, 


The approved text was carefully 
preserved by Hazrat Abu Bakr (R.A) 
himself. After his demise, Hazrat Omar 
(R.A.) kept it in his own custody. When 
Omar (R.A.) died it was passed on to his 
daughter Bibi Hafsa (R.A.), 2 literate 


widow of the Holy Prophet (Sm.). It was 
on the basis of this approved copy, 
carefully preserved by Bibi Hafsa (R.A), 
that Hazrat Osman (R.A.), the third caliph 
of Islam, prepared copies of the Holy. 
Quran. Whep, Hazsat Oxman (B-§) 
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became the caliph disputes arose in 
different parts of the Caliphate about the 
correct reading of the Quranic verses. The 
vowels therein were unmarked, with the 
result that the verses were read by 
different groups each with their peculiar 
Pronunciation. 

Caliph Osman (R.A.) asked Zaid (R.A.) 
to consult three other leading 
Companions of the Holy Prophet (Sm.) to 
finalize the manner of the reading of the 
Holy Quran by adopting the dialect of 
Quraish, the tribe to which the Holy 
Prophet belonged. Thus an official text 
was prepared and sent to different parts of 
the Caliphate. At least two such copies of 
the Holy Quran (R.A.), compiled by 

Hazrat Osman, still exist—one in 
Tashkent and another in Istanbul. 
William Muir himself admits in Life 
of Mahomet that "no other text in the 
world has remained so pure (as the Holy 


ran) during | 
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iis of No fragments, sentences, or 
bd at eae by the compilers, nor of 
Pit ey re from the received 
set th ny such would undoubtedly 

- been preserved and noticed in those 
traditional repositories which treasured 


up the minutest and most trivial acts and 
Sayings of the Prophet". 


There can indeed be no question of 
any change or alteration in the Holy 
Quran. Each and every letter of this holy 
book, comprising 6666 verses and 8,64,430 
words, was revealed from no other source 
but the Most Gracious and the Most 
Merciful Allah. With regard to the alleged 
"Satanic Verses" there is not one single 
mention or reference or hint, direct or 
indirect, in the Holy Quran about its 
existence at any stage (which was alleged 
to be abrogated later on). Wt is 
inconceivable indeed that the Holy 
Quran, which contains so many verses 
declaring emphatically uncompromising, 
opposition to idolatry, ever contained a 
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reference like the "Satanic Verse" at any 
stage of its revelation. This is all the more 
true especially when the same Sura An- 
Najm unequivocally declares in Verse 23, 
"They (Lat, Uzza and Manat) are naught 
but names which ye have named—ye and 
your fathers : Allah has sent no authority 
for them". 

Lastly, in Verses 2-4 of the same Sura 
An-Najm, Allah, in His infinite Mercy, 
declares : 

"Your Companion (Prophet q 
Mohammad) errs not, nor is he being — 
misled, nor does he speak out (his) desire. 

It is no less than Inspiration, sent downto | 
him". 
The above Verses so eloquently testify 
‘to the son fact that Prophe' 
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deviate Prophet Muhammad (Sm.), the 
Breatest and the sublimest creation vt 
Benign Providence. 
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